178                  THE CRISIS OF THE EMPIRE              [CHAP.
Palmyra to rule the East, a mission that Zenobia set to work to
realize with all the ambition and capacity of a Julia Domna.
It was most fortunate for Rome that Palmyra could find no
support against her in Persia. It was not only the senseless folly
of Shapur or the adroit diplomacy of Gallienus, not even the en-
tanglements of the last years that compelled the Queen to fight
out the battle for the East in a Roman setting and under Roman
forms. Not that the strength of Iranian influence in this environ-
ment need be denied.  Odenathus, it is clear, was regarded as a
pure barbarian, not only by the Roman commanders who were
active in the East, but by the Syrians of Emesa themselves. More
than this, it is obvious that the rise of the Palmyrene power was
favourable to the elements that hated Rome.  But, on the other
side, it must not be forgotten that Palmyra had not only been
illumined by the setting sun of Roman civilization, but had
already experienced the warmth and brilliance of Rome's noon-
day prime.  The long service of her young men in the Roman
armies in Africa and Europe must have done much to promote
assimilation to Roman ways.  Even the Palmyra that, as a new
Great Power, refused to serve Rome any longer, could not get
clear of the Roman track, on which she had so long been running.
It was not the title of Great King, but that of Augustus, with
the rest of the full imperial title, which was the final goal of the
ambition of Vaballathus; Zenobia too, after the break with Rome,
adopted the style of Pia and Augusta.   Instead of the Persian
tiara Vaballathus wears on his coins the laurel-wreath of the
Imperator, as does his mother likewise.   Moreover, these new
aims of Palmyrene ambition were fixed by men who represented
the highest classical culture of the age, above all, by the philosopher
Longinus1. At the court of Palmyra assembled the Neoplatonists,
who, fleeing from Italy after the murder of Gallienus, continued
to dream of the rule of philosophy in the State,
It has been supposed that the Palmyrenes, in the years 267-9,
quietly and gradually absorbed the whole East, without disowning
the Roman government. But so well disguised an acquisition of
sovereign rights is hard to imagine. There is no evidence for a
separation of Syria from Rome in these years, nor is there any
support for the supposition that Zenobia then attached herself to
Persia in .place of Rome. It could hardly be reconciled with such;.
1 The political connections of Zenobia with Bishop Paul of Antioch
seem to the present writer to be even less real than to Fn Loofe (Paulus
von Samosata, pp. 17 fqa.9 31 'jy^). For another view, cf. e.g. G- Bardy,
Paul de Samo$ate\ pp. 260, 275 (with references to literature).